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with a place to hang his hat Mamage was supposed to satisfy his
physical needs but meant little else. He expected to find his com-
radeship and fun among other men, As for stimulating conversa-
tion, that was available at his office. Nils wasn't basically a cold
personality, he was merely thwarted. His work, which fascinated
him, offered a fine outlet for these thwarted feelings. His work day
consisted of a parade of human problems. The sympathetic hear-
ing he gave every prospective borrower,, the key of his success, was
truly representative of his nature.
Patsy was not entirely guiltless in the trouble. She was head-
strong. It was not very bright of her to encumber herself with her
father-in-law, when she knew how her husband disliked his parent
She was endeavoring futilely to enforce a family pattern familiar
and dear to her—everybody adored Patsy's father—upon a pair of
people with different ground rules.
To relieve her personal frustration, Patsy tried to shove around a
man who resented and did not respond to feminine prodding. She
had allowed herself to fall into whining and nagging; she mourned
the beauties of Baltimore while overlooking the beauties of Cali-
fornia. Some of the gifts Patsy was showering on her family were
too extravagant for the Knudsens' income, just as Nils's clothing
bills were too high. The origin of the thriftlessness of each seems too
clear to require comment Patsy and Nils have curbed their ex-
travagance to some degree. Both are capable of commanding good
salaries. Wastefulness was less a problem with them than their
criticalness of each other's purchases.
Patsy and Nils had got off to a poor start together. In their first
year of marriage, Patsy nursed on the night shift, and sports-minded
Nils had the opportunity to continue his merry bachelor way. In the
evenings he coached a basketball team, went bowling with his bud-
dies, whiled away pleasant hours at a YMCA swimming pool. It did
not occur to fa™ that his wife was entitled to diversion and in his
company. On Patsy's free evenings he did not suggest that the two
of them share some amusement She was too proud to protest in her
honeymoon days. Later, she protested too much.

